Third Grade

English Language Arts-Reading Literature: 3.RL.2

World Wisdom Collection
Common Core Standard

Basically this means your child can….

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and
myths from diverse cultures; determine the
central message, lesson, or moral and explain
how it is conveyed through key details in the
text.

Retell stories from diverse cultures and figure
out the lessons or morals of the stories.

Background Information:

Activity Instructions:

By the end of third grade, children are
expected to be able to read and
understand literature, including fables,
folktales, and myths from diverse
cultures. They should be able to retell the
story, determine its central message,
lesson, or moral and explain how the
message is conveyed through key details
in the text.

In this activity, your child will create a book that will feature wisdom
from different cultures around the world. Your child will enjoy showing
off their artistic skills as they create each page, highlighting the title, the
culture from which the story originates, and the moral of the story.

What You Need:
•

•
•

Fables, folktales, or myths from
different cultures around the world
(see following)
Paper
Colored pencils, markers or crayons

1. Have your child read a fable, folktale or myth. Attached is a list of
fables for children available at your local library. Also listed are some
websites listed that have fables for children.
2. Discuss the story with your child. Identify the culture that the story is
from. Have your child retell the story to you. Talk about the central
message, lesson or moral of the story.
3. Have your child create a single page about the story. It should
include the title of the story, the culture the story comes from, and
the central lesson of the story in words. Have your child use the rest
of the page to draw a picture that tells about the story.
4. Repeat this activity as often as you like with different fables and
folklore from around the world. Your child can create a display with
their pages, or put them all together into a book.

Extension
After your child has a collection of lessons or wisdom from cultures around the world,
talk with your child about the lessons. Ask your child to give you an example of how they
think each lesson could apply to them. Share examples from your own life with your
child, too.
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Third Grade

English Language Arts - Reading Literature (3.RL.2)

Example of World Wisdom Collection Page

List of titles to look for in your library
Scheherazade’s Cat and Other Fables from Around the World by Amy Zerner and Jessie Spicer Zerner (Arabia, Peru, South Africa,
Hawaii, China, Egypt, Zaire, India, Native American)
Unwitting Wisdom, an Anthology of Aesop’s Fables by Helen Ward (Europe)
Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears by Verna Aardema (Africa)
The Loyal Cat by Lensey Namioka (Japan)
Folktales of the Amur, Stories from the Russian Far East by Dmitri Nagishkin (Russia)
Tiger and Turtle by James Rumford (India)
How Chipmunk Got Tiny Feet, Native American Animal Origin Stories by Gerold Hausman (Native American)
The Brocaded Slipper and Other Vietnamese Tales by Lynette Dyer Vuong (Vietnam)
Sky Legends of Vietnam by Lynette Dyer Vuong (Vietnam)
Princess Pyonggang and Ondal the Fool by Ree Young-ho (Korea)
Anansi and the Magic Stick by Eric A. Kimmel (Africa)

Website with fables for children: www.worldoftales.com
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